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brother, the Infant Don Fernando. A dispute about
the tribute led to a short war in which he took the city
of Antequera. He was soon after called to the throne
of Aragon, where King Martin died in 1414 without
children, leaving his kingdom to the second son of his
sister Leonor, since the jealousies between the rival
kingdoms still ran too high for their union under the
direct heir, the little Juan.
Queen Catalina became regent, and she continued
in such close alliance with Yousuf that she constantly
wrote for his advice in affairs of state, and the gentle-
men, both of Castille and Aragon, continually came to
adjust their quarrels on Moorish ground, either in the
lists or by his wise arbitration. Catalina's sister,
Philippa of Lancaster, was the noble wife of King
Joao I. of Portugal, the first of the gallant house of
Avis ; and it was in 1415 that the Portuguese actually
carried the war into Africa itself, and gained the city
of Ceuta. But of their conquests and discoveries this
history must not treat, and we return to the Spanish
Moors, whose fall began to be prepared from the
death of Yousuf III. in 1425, being in truth only
delayed by the want of vigour in Castille, where
Juan II. grew up a gentle, poetical, indolent prince,
leaving his affairs to that splendid knight, Don Alvaro
cle Luna, to whom he gave the French title of Constable,
or commander of the army.
Mohammed X.;called Al Hayzari, or the Left-handed,
made himself much disliked. He was meek and
humble with the Christians and Africans, whom he
dreaded, but rude and arrogant towards the Granadine
Moors. He denied them audience for months, and
angered them above all by refusing permission for

